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Markville Secondary School Council meeting
AGENDA 

 Welcome and Introductions Patricia Obadia

Norms and Role of the Council Patricia Obadia

COVID-19 Protocols Kathy McAlpine

Student Activity Council Report SAC Member

Digital Platforms in an Online Environment: a teacher’s perspective Mike DiLuccio

Teaching Staff Report Jesse Bramer

Support Staff Report Daniela Distefano

Principal Report Patricia Obadia

Election of Officers Mike Vlachopoulos 



PURPOSE AND ROLE OF THE SCHOOL COUNCIL

School councils are advisory bodies that can make recommendations to the principal or the Board on 

matters as stated in Board Policy and procedure. Specifically, school councils are responsible for: 

- promoting parent, family and community engagement in support of student achievement and 

wellbeing in an equitable and inclusive manner 

- participating in the development and implementation of the school improvement plan

- communicating with, and providing ongoing advice to the principal on school-related matters

-  collaborating with the principal to coordinate community resources that support student 

learning, achievement and well-being

- understanding and communicating with members of the community about the roles and 

responsibilities of school councils as outlined in the School Councils policy and procedure and 

appropriate guidelines and legislation, as required



School Council Norms

- Agenda set by members and circulated in advance
- Meetings start and end on time
- Consensus decision making
- All speakers and opinions are respected
- Individual students, parents and staff are not discussed
- Open-mindedness is appreciated
- Focus on school improvement (student success and well-being)
- Other?



- Use of masks for students, staff 
and visitors

- Signs around the school (e.g., how 
to properly wear a mask and, how to 
properly sanitize hands)

- Students, staff and visitors must 
adhere to Public Health Guidelines 
when experiencing any COVID-19 
related symptoms

- Only permitted visitors with 
pre-arranged appointment allowed 
in the building

- Visitors must sign in and out at the 
office 



- Signage and decals throughout the 
school to minimize close contact

- Maximum number of individuals 
allowed in a room at any given time to 
reduce crowding

- Decluttered classrooms to allow for 
enough separation of desks

- Designated seating in classrooms

- Hand sanitizing stations at entrances 
and in every classroomlassroom 



Online Platforms
at Markville SS

School Council Meeting 
Mike Diluccio

michael.diluccio@gapps.yrdsb.ca
Slideshow accessible at this address:  bit.ly/mss_platforms



What This Segment of the Meeting is About

- Online platforms that students will be using

- How these platforms look from both student & 
teacher perspectives 



Online Platforms Discussed Here

1). Google Apps  (Drive, Classroom, & Meet)

2). TeachAssist 

3). Edsby

4). Markville SS School Website

5). Moodle



Student logins are the same 
on all platforms



1a). Google Apps  (aka GAPPS)

● This tool can be used to create and store assignments, course resources, 
slideshows etc.

● It also allows for multiple users to collaborate on one document, 
spreadsheets, slideshow, image, form, etc. 

● Unlimited Storage & Automatic saving! 

ADDRESS: google.yrdsb.ca
***Google Classroom and Google 
Drive are both part of the GAPPS 
platform. 

https://google.yrdsb.ca




How it looks (and the importance of staying organized)



1b). Google Classroom
This is an “all in one” tool that allows  teachers can 
give the class updates, assign work, post class 
resources & tasks, provide feedback etc.

Integrated with google drive (e.g. files from drive 
can be uploaded to classroom easily)
 
Students can also submit work here.

Google classroom allows classes to communicate & 
stay organized. 

Address:  classroom.google.com







1c). Google Meet

- Video conferencing tool. 

- Used for virtual lessons (i.e. afternoons with the current schedule)

- Features include video, audio, text chats, screen-sharing, and 
breakout rooms 
(teachers can set permissions for these functions)

*Some teachers will use Zoom, which operates in a similar way.



2). Teachassist 

● This is a website where all students can access marks.

● Marks are also broken down by assignment and assessment categories  

● Some teachers post assignment feedback here, so it can easily be seen 
throughout the year. 

● This can also be used by teachers to communicate to parents 
(e.g. updates for an entire class).  

ADDRESS:  ta.yrdsb.ca 

https://ta.yrdsb.ca/




3). Edsby

Edsby is currently being used for scheduling parent teacher 
interviews.

Address: https://yrdsb.edsby.com



4). Moodle 

● This online platform is used to store course 
materials and accept work submissions.

● Older platform, but some teachers may be using 
this. 

ADDRESS:  moodle2.yrdsb.ca

https://moodle2.yrdsb.ca






5). School Website
● School news events and other information relevant to parents will also 

be here. 

● School Twitter feed is embedded in the site. 

● Tools discussed in this presentation can be accessed through the 
school website. Just click the “students” tab at the top-right corner of 
the school website. 

ADDRESS: http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/markville.ss

…. or just google “Markville Secondary” 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/markville.ss


Platforms / 
Applications 
can also be 
accessed 
through 
here.



Observations & Considerations

- Work Time and Balance 
(some students working at very late hours)

- Teachassist and and chronic mark-checking

- Online Etiquette 
(if you wouldn’t say it in person, don’t say it / type it online)

- Limited ability for teachers to see/ detect student 
engagement.



Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Do parents / guardians have have separate logins

A: No 

Q: Why are grades not always visible on teachassist?

A: Various reasons (e.g. marks being entered, too early in the semester for 
an accurate grade etc)

Q: What should students do if there are technology issues? 

A. If there is a issue with a device (e.g. broken, do not have one, wifi 
connection issues), students should inform their teachers.     
Self-advocacy is an important skill, especially with virtual learning! 



That is all for now…

Questions? 



You can access this presentation any time at...

bit.ly/mss_platforms



Principal Report

Past Activities/Events

Grade 9 Day

Textbook/musical instrument distribution

2019/2020 Yearbook distribution

Safe School Assemblies

Grade 9 Parent Information Night

YRDSB Director’s visit

Upcoming Activities/Events

by  Oct. 22 Interim Reports available 

Oct. 29 Virtual Parent-Teacher Interviews

Nov. 13 PA Day

Nov. 19 Mid-Term reports distributed

Nov. 25 2019/2020 Virtual Graduation



ELECTION OF OFFICERS

- Council members elect the executive positions 
-  Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary

- Positions can only be held by parent members and not employed by the Board
- All parent members are eligible,regardless of prior experience
- Positions can be filled by election or appointment
- The term of office is one year; members may be re-elected or re-appointed 



Future Meeting Dates

January 18, 2021

March 22, 2021

May 17, 2021


